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We have taken a pause in our study in Acts to trace a topic, an idea, which is so important to the Christian faith that the first church 
council in history was gathered to speak to it. The topic, as we saw last week, was this issue of justification. How do we find standing 
before God? Really justification is something we all grapple with in all facets of life. We want to know what the parameters are for 
relationships. We struggle to fit in with the crowd we identify with. Do I have the right credentials to fit in? Am I cool enough, smart 
enough, bold enough, promiscuous enough, do my clothes make me part of the cool group, and the list goes on? When it comes to 
religion finding a way to be accepted is no less an issue. From the violent public expressions we see in Islam, to violent self-inflicted 
castigation and self-denial as we see in Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and some Catholic cultures, to the unrestricted hedonism seen 
in the protestant church and secularism, our world is groaning from the inward desire to belong. So why are we considering this 
idea of justification in a study on Acts?   
.I. Remembering the problem in Acts 15 and the effect on the Church. As we saw last week in Acts 15, Paul and Barnabas, who had 
just returned from planting churches in multiple regions, are confronted by a group of Christians who had been saved out of the 
pharisaical tradition. These Christians believed that we earn our salvation by following the Law of Moses AND believing in Jesus. The 
result was a very difficult rift in the church which demanded the gathering of apostles and elders to find a solution to this issue.  In 
Acts 15 we see that the church council utterly rejected any idea that demanded more than faith in Jesus Christ alone. Unfortunately 
this was not enough to rein back the false teaching. This issue of justification by faith alone became one of Paul’s primary teachings 
because of this stalwart commitment of these confused and arrogant believers to the idea that Jesus and works were necessary to be 
saved.  In fact it became such a problem in the church that Peter was eventually persuaded to see some distinction in class of 
Christian, those who were gentiles believers and did not follow the law, and those who were Jewish believers and followed the law. 
So Peter would not associate with gentile Christians. Barnabas himself is swayed by this hypocrisy. It moved Paul to submit a letter to 
the church in Galatia Paul has to offer up his most fierce correction. It is more severe than the language he uses in his letter to the 
Corinthians. That church was a church given over to hedonism and the refusal to deal with sin. Paul writes in Galatians that anyone 
that adds anything to the gospel for salvation is damned to hell. He also rebukes Peter publically, and Peter repents.  So Peter is 
brought back to a proper view of justification. The sticking point is summarized by Paul in Galatians 2:16 “yet we know that a person 
is not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ.” Now considering our context let me underscore that Peter 
in no way denies Paul’s teaching, in fact he distinguishes it as being scripture; it was inspired by God. Notice 2 Peter 3:15-16. 
Considering how big an issue this was it is important to study this in order to protect ourselves from falling into Peter’s error. This has 
led us to consider the first four chapters of Romans. 
Paul begins his letter in Romans by underscoring an incredible theology. In other words, Paul’s starting point in understanding the 
world and the Christian experience is a robust understanding of God. .II. So let us now consider this question, who is God? What 
does Paul teach us about him? Notice verse 1. God is a God of good news. We see this through the statement that this is the “gospel 
of God.” We can understand this in two ways. The first is that there is good news about God. The second consideration in that 
statement is that the good news belongs to God. Paul Continues and we notice in v 2 that this good news is something that he has 
been talking about for centuries; “He promised beforehand.” So God is a God of promises. This is not a half-baked attempt by God to 
offer some means of deliverance from sin. This is a commitment He has made to man from the beginning time so that when Jesus 
came it would be impossible for anyone to mistake him. Now if nothing else there should be some appreciation for that work. I 
visited Mount Rushmore many years ago and I was very excited to take in the sights. When I got there I realized that we really 
couldn’t get that close so after 5 minutes of looking at the faces the trip was over for me. That is, it was over until I sat down to 
watch a film of how them made the mountain. When I saw the engineering and the manpower to accomplish the task it renewed my 
regard for the project. Here Paul is distinguishing the planning and preparation God took to set the stage for Jesus. If nothing else 
respect Christianity for its historical roots, but I would that you could also taste the goodness of Christianity which is found in 
embracing Jesus Christ as the only means of salvation which is eternal life.  

Verse 3 explains that this good news promise surrounds the person of Jesus Christ, which is God’s Son. This verse reminds me of the 
time Jesus rebuked the Pharisees of His day, “you search the scriptures because you think in them you have eternal life; and it is they 
that bear witness about me.” (Jn 5:39)  What aspect of Christ’s life, then, does Paul seek to highlight for us that fulfill God's 
promises? The most urgent issue for Paul is to underscore the identification of Jesus Christ as a human being who fulfills all the 
promises of God as mankind’s promised King, and as the very Son of God who fulfills all the promises of God concerning His desire to 
live with us. Remember that ancient prophecy of Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) “For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Might God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” So 
Paul uses the full name of Jesus, He is Jesus Christ our Lord. He is the tangible, Jesus, expression of God, the Christ, and so 



is worthy of our worship as Lord. Now Jesus’ humanity and earthly lineage are referenced clearly enough, and for those in that time 
period those lineages were very easily verifiable as lineage in Israel was an important consideration in their culture, especially as 
pertained to the priesthood. But what would have been more difficult would be to prove Christ’s divine lineage. Paul, therefore, 
points to the resurrection from the dead as the declaration from the Spirit of God that Jesus Christ is the eternally begotten Son of 
God. Human beings don’t come back from the dead by their own power. Since the Spirit of God is the Spirit of Christ, Jesus declared 
through His Holy Spirit the He was God. "For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. (Joh 
10:17 NAS)  

So who is the God that Paul wants to reveal to us? He is the God of good news, the God of fulfilled promises, and the God who gives 
His Son. If His Son is so important to this good news we must ask what Paul wants us to know about His Son. .III. Who is the Son of 
God? Well, we see in verses 4-7 that He is our Lord. He is the provider of grace. He is the one who provides for our growth as is seen 
through what the apostles do. And, to underscore our topic, He is the one to whom we belong and by whom we are called Saints. It 
is through Jesus Christ that we find the identity of sons and daughters of God who are heirs of God, as Galatians 3 reminds us. So 
through Jesus we see a few more things about God that are important. We see that we are the recipients of God’s love. God is a God 
who loves His people. We see as well that God is a God who calls His people saints. We don’t need to perform miracles to be called a 
saint. The miracle has already occurred. Jesus Christ was sent by God to make us live. So God is also the giver of peace. Paul 
concludes that He is our Father. When we consider all these things we see a God who is like us but so unlike us He can be 
incomprehensible. He is one being but is represented in our passage as three persons working to provide salvation for us. This is an 
important contrast Paul is making, because in verses 18-32 Paul describes our state outside of God’s gracious Son.  
To wrap up our text, v 8-13 Paul describes what he desires to do in person and what he will try to do in a letter, and that is to impart 
a spiritual gift that will strengthen them. The rest of the letter to the Christians in Rome toggles between God’s character and man’s 
character, God’s actions and man’s actions, and God’s interactions and expectations of and with His people. But let me highlight one 
characteristic of God that displays in Paul as an example to all of us. The characteristic I am speaking of is that of love. We are 
familiar with this concept, not just because we highlighted it here, but because it is the most common concept attributed to a 
Christian understanding of God. Yet with all that knowledge I think we have to grow in our concept of what it means to be loved by 
God and to love God. Trace this thought with me. In verse 18 Paul introduces the wrath of God. In chapter 2:6 Paul reminds us that 
we will all be held accountable for what we do. In 3:19 Paul recapitulates this statement. In chapter 5 Paul talks about the margin of 
error in our actions, one trespass brings condemnation. In chapters 6 and 7 Paul talks about how inescapable our plight of 
condemnation is, we are slaves to sin and bound by a ruthless law of slavery. It sounds pretty bleak right? Some people get so bent 
out of shape with this concept of God’s justice and our injustice and ruthlessly impugn the Christian for believing it. But in their anger 
they miss the glorious strokes of God’s grace. With all that Paul knows about God’s justice and our injustice notice what Paul says in 
9:3. Paul loves his Jewish brethren so much that he would be willing to go to hell for them. Now to be sure, this is impossible as Paul 
notes in 11:29 that the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable. But the point I am making is that when we begin to love others as 
Jesus loved us, we are willing to live through the most difficult issues in order to manifest the love of God to them. This morning we 
have three people that are going to two different parts of the world to share that love. There is a loss of time and resources. There is 
a loss of enjoyment of family and friends, but it is an expression of love, a love for God and a love for others. Does the love of God 
manifest in you so that you are willing to suffer for the betterment of others? Put in language we understand we can ask it like this, 
does God’s love affect us so much that we are willing to go through a hellish time just so that others can taste the love of God in us? 
Loved ones, think of what the love of God did to us when we came to faith. What could that kind of love do to our marriages, or 
family relationships? Jesus lived through a hellish life on earth compared to what he had in heaven, all so we might taste heaven 
hear and live in heaven for eternity. Jesus died and descended to the lowest parts of the earth, if that is hell or if that is just the grave 
it was still death, and He did it so that we might experience His love for eternity. If we are truly affected by the love of God we will 
stop trying to earn it and start trying to share it. Let that be our heart beat. Amen 


